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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of Document 
This document provides an overview of current federal funding opportunities. It is designed to highlight key 
information to help jurisdictions evaluate whether to pursue these opportunities. Please refer to the linked 
Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFO) as the official source of guidance on application procedures, eligible 
and allowable expenses, and deadlines. If a funding opportunity appears relevant to your plans, carefully review 
the NOFO to ensure all requirements are addressed. Many Department of Justice funding opportunities involve 
a two-step application process, each with its own deadline. These deadlines are detailed within the descriptions.   
 
Audience 
The grant programs outlined in this document are open to a range of eligible applicants, including state, local, 
and tribal government entities, as well as nonprofit organizations. Eligibility varies by program, so it is essential to 
review the eligibility criteria. If your jurisdiction or organization does not qualify to apply directly, many programs 
permit and even encourage partnerships through sub-grants or contracts with eligible applicants.   
 
Grant Program Priorities 
Please note that many grant programs identify program-specific priorities. See specific instructions in each 
notice of funding to determine what information is required to receive the priority consideration. This resource 
will note if a NOFO indicates that there is rural priority or a rural-specific category.  The priorities are defined as 
follows:  

This specifies whether a grant program includes a funding category 
exclusively for rural jurisdictions. Be aware that each program generally 
defines “rural jurisdiction” differently, so it is important to carefully review 
each NOFO to confirm whether your jurisdiction or target audience qualifies. 
If applicable, the specific language regarding rural categories is included in 
the grant program description.

This identifies whether a grant program includes additional priority language 
prioritizing funding for rural jurisdictions. If applicable, the specific rural 
priority language is provided in the grant program description.

BJA  Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S Department of Justice

COPS  Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice

OJJDP  Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. 
  Department of Justice

OVC Office for Victims of Crime

OVW Office on Violence Against Women

SAMHSA Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services

Rural-Specific Category

Rural Priority



Other Relevant Resources:
While the document links to the most relevant federal funding opportunities for rural jurisdictions and 
stakeholders, there may be other information available from federal partners to support the process of applying 
for funding.  Please be sure to sign up for grant alerts and access these federal funding pages often. To learn 
more:

• U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs Current Funding Opportunities
• U.S. Department of Justice, Violence Against Women Current Funding Opportunities
• U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services Current Funding 

Opportunities
• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Administration Current Funding Opportunities 

In addition, many federal agencies offer application guidance through webinars and other support services. 
Below are links to division-specific webinars/resources to support jurisdictions during the funding process. 

• Bureau of Justice Assistance Funding Webinars
• Office for Victims of Crime Funding Webinars
• Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention How to Apply for Funding
• Office on Violence Against Women Resources for Applicants 
• Applying for a New SAMHSA Grant 

 
Connecting with Researchers:
The Justice Community Opioid Innovation Network (JCOIN) has developed a resource for local jurisdictions to 
find and connect with researchers called CONNECT. CONNECT is a researcher and practitioner collaboration and 
discovery tool and aims to help facilitate multidisciplinary research and programmatic collaboration across the 
health and justice fields. You can browse or search information on researchers, practitioners, publications, and 
organizations.

Training and Technical Assistance:
If your community is not ready to apply for funding but still needs assistance, keep in mind that many federal 
agencies offer free training and technical assistance to connect you with subject matter experts to provide 
training or technical expertise on certain topics. You can request assistance through the following training and 
technical assistance centers available through the federal government:

• Bureau of Justice Assistance National Training and Technical Assistance Center 
• Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention National Training and Technical Assistance Center 
• Office for Victims of Crime Training and Technical Assistance Center 

Document Versions:
This document will be updated regularly as new grant programs are announced.  

Last Updated: April 30, 2025

https://www.ojp.gov/funding/explore/current-funding-opportunities
https://www.justice.gov/ovw/open-solicitations
https://cops.usdoj.gov/grants
https://cops.usdoj.gov/grants
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grants-dashboard?f%5B0%5D=by_nofo_fy%3A2024
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grants-dashboard?f%5B0%5D=by_nofo_fy%3A2024
https://bja.ojp.gov/events/funding-webinars
https://ovc.ojp.gov/funding/funding-webinars
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/funding/how-to-apply-faqs
https://www.justice.gov/ovw/resources-applicants
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/applying
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/applying
https://connect.jcoinctc.org/
https://bjatta.bja.ojp.gov/
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/national-training-and-technical-assistance-center/2022-NTTAC-Brochure
https://www.ovcttac.gov/
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VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Eligible entities: 
Law enforcement agencies, units of local government (e.g. counties, cities, school districts), federally recognized 
Indian tribes and their public agencies, public government agencies. 

School Violence Prevention Program

Length of Project: Up to 3 years
Cost Sharing/Match Required? Yes, there is a local 
cash match requirement of at least 25 percent.

Total Available Funding: $73,000,000
Anticipated Number of Awards: 200
Anticipated Award Amount(s): Up to $500,000

Complete details: School Violence Prevention Program (SVPP)

Description:
This program provides funding to improve security at schools and on school grounds in the jurisdiction of the 
grantee through evidence-based school safety programs and technology.

The COPS Office will host an informational webinar on the School Violence Prevention Program on May 8, 2025 
at 1:00 PM ET. Register here.

What can be funded?  
Funding will provide for the following school safety measures in and around K-12 (primary and secondary) 
schools and school grounds:

• Coordination with law enforcement
• Training for local law enforcement officers to prevent student violence against others and self
• Metal detectors, locks, lighting, and other deterrent measures 
• Technology for expedited notification of local law enforcement during an emergency
• Any other measure that the COPS Office determines may provide a significant improvement in security

Application Due Dates: 
Grants.gov: 6/18/25
JustGrants: 6/26/25

Substance Use Prevention  – Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program

https://cops.usdoj.gov/svpp
https://cops.usdoj.gov/svpp
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JGbYsIumQwOtnQJt9jfKlQ#/registration
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